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<54) ILLUMINATING DEVICE 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To support lamp holders securely and eliminate occurrence of any excessive play 
between a lamp and the holders by inserting the end part of the lamp through an insertion hole 
formed in the lamp holders, consisting of resilient material so as to hold the end part on the lamp 
holders and also sandwiching the lamp holders axially by means of a casing and sandwiching 
plate. 

CONSTITUTION: A phosphor lamp 7 housed in a casing 1 is supported by a lamp holder 12 in 
which U-letter shaped bent parts 9a, 9b at two positions consist of resilient material, and both 
end parts 10. 10 are also supported by lamp holders 13. 13 consisting of resilient material, and 
even if vibration or the like is applied from outside, it can be absorbed by the holders 12, 13. 13 
so the lamp 7 is prevented from being broken, the holders 13, 13 are sandwiched and 
pressurized between a wiring board 30 and a sandwiching plate 40 to be axially compressed, so 
the inner diameter of insertion holes 13a. 13a is reduced to be brought in pressure contact with 
the outer surface of the lamp 7. thereby the lamp 7 is supported on the lamp holders without any 
excessive play. 
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Reference number: 0140220 

Mailing Number: 3463 1 1 

Mailing Date: September 20, 2005 

TRANSLATION OF NOTICE OF REASONS FOR REFUSAL 

Patent Application No. 2001-146925 
Date Drafted: August 19, 2005 
Examiner: Taku KAKIZAKI 9235 3X00 
Attorney: HARA KENZO World Patent & Trademark 
Provisions Applied: Sections 29(1), 29(2) 3 and 37 

This application is rejected for the reasons set forth below. If 
the applicant has any comments on this Office Action, a response 
should be filed within 60 days from the mail date of this Action. 

Reasons for Refusal 

Reason 1 

This application does not comply with Section 37 in regards 

below 

Remarks 

It is apparent that the invention of Claims 1 and the 
invention of claim 9 do not have the unity of invention. 

Next, the following considers the inventions of Claims 1 , 2 to 
8, and 10 to 28, in terms of the requirement of the unity of 
invention. 

As stated in the. following Reason 2, it is acknowledged that 
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the invention of claim 1 corresponds to the invention disclosed in 
Reference cited 1 which is made open to public prior to the filing of 
this application. As such, it is acknowledged that the problem to be 
solved by the invention of claim 1 is solved prior to the filing of this 
application. 

Here, "the problem to be solved* in Section 37 (i) of the 
Japanese Patent Law means a technical problem which has been 
unsolved before the filing of an invention intended to solve the 
technical problem. Accordingly, the problem to be solved by the 
invention of claim 1 does not fall under "the problem to be solved" 
of Section 37 (i) of the Japanese Patent Law. 

On this account, it is acknowledged that the invention of 
claim 1 does not share "the problems to be solved" with the 
inventions of claims 2 to 8 and 10 to 28. Therefore, the invention of 
claim 1 and the inventions of claims 2 to 8 and 10 to 28 do not 
have the relationship prescribed under Section 37(i) of the Japanese 
Patent Law. 

Further, since it is acknowledged that the invention of claim 1 
corresponds to the invention disclosed in Reference cited 1 which is 
made open to public prior to the filing of this application, the claim 
1 contains no new feature that specifies the invention. 

Here, "the substantial part" in Section 37 (ii) of the Japanese 
Patent Law means that new feature of an invention amongst 
invention-specifying features, which is for "the problem to be 
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sobed" of the invention. Accordingly, the substantial part of the 
invention of claim 1 does not fall under "the substantial part" of 
Section 37(ii) of the Japanese Patent Law. 

On this account, it is acknowledged that the invention of 
claim 1 does not share "the substantial part" with the inventions of 
claims 2 to 8 and 10 to 23. Therefore, the invention of claim 1 and 
the inventions of claims 2 to 8 and 10 to 28 do not have the 
relationship prescribed under Section 37(ii) of the Japanese Patent 
Law. 

Further, it is apparent that the invention of claim 1 and the 
inventions of claims 2 to 8 and 10 to 28 do not have none of the 
relationships prescribed under Section 37(iii) (iv) or (v) of the 
Japanese Patent Law. 

The application includes a patent claim that does not comply 
with Sections 36(4) and 36(6)(iii) of the Japanese Patent Law as 
below. 

In conclusion, the invention of Claim 1, and the inventions of 
claims 2 to 8 and 10 to 28 do not have the unity of invention. 

Since this application fails to comply with Section 37 of the 
Japanese Patent Law, it is not examined whether or not the 
invention of claim 1 and the inventions of claims 3 and 4 which are 
relatively easy to examine, fail to comply other provisions other 
than Section 37 of the Japanese Patent Law. 
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Reason 2 

The invention described in the application in reference to the 
following claims is identical with the invention described in the 
below publication distributed, prior to the filing of the patent 
application, in Japan or elsewhere. Therefore, the patent is not 
granted according to Section 29(l)(iii) of the Japanese Patent Law. 

Remarks (See List for References Cited and Application) 
Claims 1, 3, and 4 

References cited 1 
Note: 

Reference cited 1 describes a backlight including: a discharge tube; 
a reflector 4; and a silicon-rubber-made lamp holder 12 being 
attached to a part of the discharge tube, the lamp holder 12 being 
provided to the reflector. 

Here, it is acknowledged that the lamp holder 12 is made of the 
silicon rubber, and has a heat conducting function. Accordingly, 
the lamp holder 12 corresponds to the heat-conduction member of 
the present invention for locally cooling a part of the discharge 
tube. 
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Reason 3 

The invention described in the application in reference to the 
following claims could easily have been made, prior to the filing of 
the patent application, by a person with ordinary skill in the art, on 
the basis of the invention described in the below publication 
distributed, prior to the filing of the patent application, in Japan or 
elsewhere. Therefore, the patent is not granted according to Article 
29(2) of the Japanese Patent Law. 

Remarks (See List for References Cited and Application) 
Claims 1,3, and 4 

References cited 1 
Note: 

Refer to Reason 2. 

References Cited 
1. Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application 

No. 3-274605/1991 (Tokukaihei 3-274605) 
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These prior art documents found in the search do not 
constitute reasons for refusal. 



Any inquiry about this Notice of Reasons for Refusal or a 
request for an interview should be directed to: 

Taku KAKIZAKI 

Examiner Unit for electronic home- appliances and 
illuminations 

Examining Division 2 

Tel: 03-3581-1101 (ext. 3371) 

Fax: 03-3501-0672 
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